School Self- Evaluation

Self – Evaluation Report and School Improvement Plan
Area of Focus: Formative Assessment
‘Formative assessment’, often used interchangeably with the term ‘Assessment for Learning’ (AfL),
refers to any assessment activities undertaken by teachers—and by students themselves—that
provide feedback, which are then used to adapt teaching methods to meet student needs and
improve learning outcomes (Black and Wiliam, 1998).

Introduction:
Following brainstorming and consultation with staff the area of formative assessment was agreed to
be our focus area for SSE Investigative Year 2016/2017. We undertook self – evaluation of teaching
and learning during the period. We surveyed students and parents about teaching & learning in Scoil
Mhuire. The surveys were compiled adapting WSE MLL and PDST surveys to meet the needs of Scoil
Mhuire. The students survey had 27 questions and captured a sample of n = 191. This represented
x% of the school population. The parents survey of 20 questions was sent via email to parents and
the sample size n equated to 54.
The staff were divided into working groups to collaborate and share formative assessment
strategies. NCCA workshop booklets 1, 2, 3, and 4 were engaged with during this process.

Findings:
We found that that our school has strengths in the following areas, this was collated at staff working
groups and student and parent survey.









Many teachers use assessment strategies but they may not always be labelled.
Maths Department purchased mini white boards
Student Journal has Green, Orange and Red traffic lights
Learning Intention boards are hanging on classroom walls
Teachers encourage students to do the best they can (74.8% of students surveyed agree or
strongly agree)
Teachers talk to students on how to improve their learning (53.4% of students agree or
strongly disagree)
Students get opportunities to work together with other students in class (63.4% of students
agree or strongly agree)
Scoil Mhuire is open to a two way communication about my child’s learning (89% of parents
surveyed agree or strongly agree)
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This Is what we are going to focus on to improve our practice further:




Teachers identify different formative assessment strategies
Teachers engage in formative assessment strategies
Teachers share formative assessment strategies with colleagues.

Our Improvement Plan 2016 – 2020
SSE Co-ordinator: Ms Síle Minogue

Implementation Year – 2017/2018
Targets:



All teachers are engaging in Formative assessment strategies
Students are benefiting from assessment strategies

Actions






Working groups identify 2 strategies to investigate and implement
Working group reports back to group after implementation
Teachers share formative assessment strategies and best approaches are considered at
Subj. Dept. Meetings.
List of formative assessment strategies available for teachers to refer to
In Service on Active Learning Methodologies to be delivered by PDST 10th April 2018.

Consolidation Year – 2018/2019
Target:



As teachers are confident with embedding formative assessment into their teacher and
learning, teachers will engage in peer observation
Formative assessment is embedded into Practice
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Action:







SSE coordinator to recap on Focus with staff members
Mini Workshop on Working with our Schools 2016
Teachers to view and reflect on Dylan Wiliam clip on Formative assessment
Powerpoint shared with staff on Formative assessment strategies.
Staff members engage with CPD available on Formative assessment
Pilot group to engage with peer observation and report back to staff.

Monitoring:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Principal
Working Groups / Whole Staff
SSE Coordinator
SSE Team

Evaluation
Evaluation Tool


Formative assessment audit



Teacher feedback



Student feedback



Peer observation

Evaluation
Identification of formative
assessment strategies used in Scoil
Mhuire
Obtained in google form and staff
meeting – assessment strategies
shared collaboratively
Students discusses during a video
compiled for Junior Cycle CPD day
that they found teachers using the
success criteria very beneficial. They
also identified that they preferred
working in pairs rather than group
Started and reported

Necessary Adjustments


Incidental Inspection Report highlights the importance of a clear whole school focus on
formative assessment (learning intention, success criteria and formative feedback).
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Targets:






Achieved:
All teachers are
engaging in Formative
assessment strategies
Students are benefiting
from assessment
strategies
Formative assessment is
embedded into practice

Date:

Yes

No

Yes

No

Yes

No

April 2019
Nov 2019
See Appendix
*Oct 2018
*Oct 2019
April 2019
Nov 2019
See Appendix

*video footage compiled for JCT whole school CPD gave evidence of this from both student voice
and teachers observations
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Appendix
Results from Monitoring SSE Target 2018/2019
An audit using google forms was undertaken in April 2019 whereby teachers identified Formative
Assessment Strategies used in their classrooms. The following is a graphic of the results gathered. It
clearly shows a variety of strategies in use in Scoil Mhuire. 12 members (60%) of teaching staff
responded to form.
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Results from Monitoring SSE Target 2019/2020
A showcase of strategies used in Scoil Mhuire was facilitated through Mentimeter in Nov 2019
whereby teachers identified Formative Assessment Strategies used in their classrooms. The following
is a graphic of the results gathered. It enabled teachers to visually see and discuss different
strategies, their benefits and user friendliness. The whole teaching staff engaged in this activity and
identified strategies used within their classroom.

